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SENATE BI LL 5377

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Kline, Rossi, Costa, Long, Goings, Gardner, Brown, Wnsley
and Spanel

Read first time 01/21/1999. Referred to Committee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Rel ating to occupational drivers’ |icenses; reenacting and
amendi ng RCW 46. 20. 391; and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW46.20.391 and 1998 ¢ 209 s 4 and 1998 ¢ 207 s 9 are
each reenacted and anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) Any person licensed under this chapter who is convicted of an
of fense relating to notor vehicles for which suspension or revocation
of the driver’s license is mandatory, other than vehicul ar hom ci de or
vehi cul ar assault, or who has had his or her |icense suspended under
RCW 46.20.3101 (2)(a) or (3)(a), my submt to the departnent an
application for an occupational driver’s |license. The departnent, upon
recei pt of the prescribed fee and upon determ ning that the petitioner
is engaged in an occupation or trade that nmakes it essential that the
petitioner operate a notor vehicle, may i ssue an occupational driver’s
license and may set definite restrictions as provided i n RCW46. 20. 394.
No person may petition for, and the departnment shall not issue, an
occupational driver’'s license that is effective duringthe first thirty
days of any suspension or revocation inposed for a violation of RCW
46. 61. 502 or 46.61.504 or pursuant to RCW46. 20. 3101 (2)(a) or (3)(a).
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A person aggrieved by the decision of the departnent on the application
for an occupational driver’s |license may request a hearing as provided
by rule of the departnent.

(2)(a) A person licensed under this chapter who is not eligible to

apply for an occupational driver’s license under subsection (1) of this

section may subnmt to the departnent an application for an occupati onal

driver’s license if:
(i) The applicant’s driver’'s license or driving privilege has been

suspended or revoked, other than for vehicular hom cide, vehicular

assault, refusing a breath or blood test, nonconpliance with a child

support order, or for a physical or nental disability that would

prevent the person fromoperating a notor vehicle with safety upon the

hi ghways: and
(ii) The applicant denpnstrates to the satisfaction of the

departnent that one of the follow ng additional conditions are net:
(A) The applicant is in an apprenticeshi p programor an on-the-job

training programfor which a driver’'s license is required;
(B) The applicant presents evidence that he or she has applied for

a position in an apprenticeship or on-the-job trai ning programand the

programhas certified that a driver'’s license is required to begin the

program _or
() The applicant is in a program that assists persons who are

enrolled in a WrkFirst program pursuant to chapter 74.08A RCW to

becone gainfully enployed and the programrequires a driver’s license.

(b) An occupational driver's license issued to an applicant

described in (a) of this subsection shall be valid for the period of

t he suspension or revocation but not nore than two years.
(c) Upon receipt of evidence that a holder of an occupationa

driver’s license granted under this subsectionis nolonger enrolledin

an_apprenticeship or on-the-job training program the director shal

give witten notice by first class mil to the driver that the

occupational driver’s license shall be canceled. The effective date of

cancel |l ation shall be fifteen days fromthe date of mailing the notice.

If at any tinme before the cancellation goes into effect the driver

submts evidence of continued enrollment in the program t he

cancel |l ati on shall be stayed. If the cancell ation becones effective,

the driver may obtain, at no additional charge, a new occupationa

driver’s license upon submttal of evidence of enrollnent in another

programthat neets the criteria set forth in this subsection
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(3) An applicant for an occupational driver’s license is eligible
to receive such license only if:

(a) Wthin one year immedi ately preceding the date of the offense
that gave rise to the present conviction, the applicant has not
commtted any offense relating to notor vehicles for which suspension
or revocation of a driver’s license is mandatory; and

(b) Wthin seven years imediately preceding the date of the
offense that gave rise to the present conviction or incident, the
applicant has not commtted any of the follow ng offenses: (i) Driving
or being in actual physical control of a notor vehicle while under the
i nfluence of intoxicating liquor; (ii) vehicular hom cide under RCW
46. 61. 520; or (iii) vehicular assault under RCW46.61.522; and

(c) The applicant is engaged in an occupation or trade that makes
it essential that he or she operate a notor vehicle; and

(d) The applicant files satisfactory proof of financial
responsi bility pursuant to chapter 46.29 RCW

((3))) (4) The director shall cancel an occupational driver’s
license upon receipt of notice that the holder thereof has been
convicted of operating a nmotor vehicle in wviolation of its
restrictions, or of an offense that pursuant to chapter 46. 20 RCWwoul d
warrant suspension or revocation of a regular driver’s license. The
cancellation is effective as of the date of the conviction, and
continues with the sane force and effect as any suspension or
revocation under this title.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. This act takes effect January 1, 2000.

~-- END ---
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